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STEP A

Classify 
Watershed 
Condition

STEP B

Identify Priority 
Watersheds

STEP C

Develop 
Watershed 

Action Plans

STEP D

Implement 
Watershed Action 

Plans

STEP E

Track Restoration 
Accomplishments

STEP F

Monitor and Verify

The Watershed Condition Framework (WCF)
A Six-Step Adaptive Management Process



Watershed Condition Classification Technical Guide 
FS-978 (July 2011)

Watershed Condition Assessment

Analysis

ü Coarse-Scale 

ü GIS-Based

ü Criteria/Guidelines

Condition Classes

Properly Functioning

Functioning At Risk

Impaired Function
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Watershed Condition Classification



Watershed Classification 
Interactive Map Viewer



¶Determine project objectives

¶Compile information

1. Remote sensing data

2. Field surveys

¶Evaluate existing condition

¶ Identify values and assess risks

¶Propose restoration activities

¶ Implement restoration

¶Monitor effectiveness

Watershed-Scale Planning


